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|t Needless to'say, M Holms is in‘trouble with t‘me navy. Whatevér the navy s chxefs ma.y

‘ ’,',bchmd a. tuplc-lockcd door, wh.ch ﬂu, commandcr hlmself rcquxrcd spccml pcrmxssmn ]

i it Scrvxccs Committee, Representative Mendel Rivers, has already been persuaded to con=’ 4

k¥ to a head.
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Thu, Pueblo mqmry has sparkcd ofk an acxrnomous dxspute = conductcd in appx onnatc
- secrecy £ betwden a group of Amterican scrvice chics, the Central Imdh zence Agency,)
i and the National Security Agency (about which the general public knows cven less than
st do;s aboutihe CIA), Ther¢ is cven spccuhtxon that becausé of the. Puchlo cmsodc the |
: hcad of the CIA, M Richaxd Helms, is in’ danger of losing his too-sccrct job = cvcn L%
thounh Président Nixor had' invited him’ to stay o, His’ ‘position is mtrms:cally vale |
_ner ablc because lic was a Democratic Administration appomtcc. o nbi "" A
" Under, hcwy five rom both mxlmry and pohucal critics, Mr Helmg rcccndy took the |-
; rare step ‘of issuing'd statement in scx.—dcfmcc. “‘Neither the GIA, nor I pcrsonally y Mr.
| Helms dcclax ed, ‘have had anything to do with the'mission’ ‘of the ' USS Puablo, the ship -
- jtself or any of her cn,w "This’ dxsclaxmcr, unfox‘tunatcly, only brought more criticism on, |
. his head; for some obscrvcrs mtcrprctcd itas an attcmpt by Mr Hclms to pass thc bac.c 1
(o the NSAL " .:..: RN IR R B
" This has scarcely éndeared him to members of that’ agcncy cspccxally as it may wcll
*‘have been the NSA, and not the CLA, which initiated the Puablo opcranom The come.

phcatmg factor is that M Helms *also bcam the’ dcsxgmtxon 'of* Diveotor, Ccnt.al

Intelhgcncc, ‘which'nicans that he bears ovcrall rcsponsxbxhty for'all mtclhgcnc«, opcra-
‘:’ txons JustasthelathrAllanulles did, @i et B oG L e R LR ”'
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thmk of Co..mmndcr Lloyd Bixcher’s actions <:and’ opmxon {al the navy'as clscwhcre

“is inevitably divided = his disclosurc that ‘these pcoplc were; not.workmg for qmac’ has
1 ‘aroused . deep. apprehénsion - and. bitter: resentment : throughout’ the service, (‘Thcsc ~*
I"people’ were the: intelligence officer. and- 38 cnhstcd nmen: who worked on the Pueblo i

!\
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The commander thcrcforc was 1ot in complctc command of his- own shxp Yet Come=
m:mdcr Bucher has been warned that he may be cour t-martialled for violating Article ]
20730 of navy regulations, which saysi “The commanding officer shall not permit his” ’;'
* command to be scarched by any person representing a foreign state nor permit any. of .
;! the personnel under his command to be removed fmm thc comamand by such pcrson, ;

K '.a .,\ . |

" 50 long as he has the power to resist’s oo i e
%, But it is not merely the, naval chiels who are md1gnam. Thcur angcr is, sharcd by '
Jmany scnior army, and air force officers, some of whom are influential with Congress. ¥ [

Thcy want the whole affair- fully investigated. The chairman of the House Armed ; \

i ! duct an inquiry into it; but the military malcontents are hoping to prevail on Senator
h i Fulbright, the chairman of the Senate For cign Relations Committce, t0 interest hims!
sclf in the affaiv. The odds are that he will; in-'which case'a hard time awaits Mr Hclms,
= i.the CIA and the NSA, Scnator Fulbxxght has oftcn bccn anti- rmhmry, but morc oftcn
77 he has been anti-GIA, . . L et
i The fact is that all three of the services have long-standmg gx‘udgcs agamst thc mtcllx- ‘
gcncc agcnczcs, pamcularly the GIA zmd thc Pucblo aﬂ'mr may, mcrcly bring matters ;

'x). A3 \\ Y "'\‘v. N4 N
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Y. In spite of all its panoply of powcr thc Dcxcncc Dcp"xrtmcnt (which has its own '
intclligence scction) has often found itself playmg the role of supplicr - both of men and |
+* weapons ~ to the' CIA, to cnable the agency to conduct clandestine oper ations abroad..” _
o' The State Department (wmch also has an mtcllw‘cncc unit) has similarly been und»r
" frequent levy by the agency. (M Dean Rusk, the former ‘Scevetary of State, oncé're-
;. marked ruefully . at, a Congressional, hearing that in some, American embassics . the
pmonnul comu.gc.q m:\mlylof' pcoplc of ‘other .\gwcxc.."; cvcryono kncw whom he, avas,
A pelersin t0.)., Ay (AR T i A ena oo g e ,,:u.. wd
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